
Forget about spring cleaning.
The City of Sugar Creek is going one better with 

renovations and improvements this spring at Mike Onka 
Memorial Hall and Sugar Creek Gymnasium.

And they are doing it with help of a few local busi-
nesses.

At Onka Hall, new concrete sidewalks, stairs and 
patio and new handrails are going in, said Patrick Casey, 
City Administrator.

“The concrete is starting to break and settle, and it 
just needs to be replaced,” said Casey. The concrete 
work was planned to be competed – weather permit-
ting – well before Smokin’ in the Creek, which is the 
weekend of April 24-25.

“If all goes well,” he added, “they are going to put up 
roof over the East patio.” That is to be finished in May, 
which will be before Slavic Fest. Slavic Fest is June 5-6

The concrete going in around Onka Hall is expected to 

cost $50,000. Wil-Pav will tear out and replace it, while 
Eagle Materials/Talon Construction Aggregate is donat-
ing the materials.

Meanwhile, over at Sugar Creek Gymnasium, citi-
zens will see new windows and roof being installed. 
Other improvements will be a new heating and cooling 
system, ADA compliant entry doors and new electrical 
system to accommodate the new heating and cooling 
system. These improvements are scheduled to be done 
in May.

The work at the gymnasium is expected to cost 
$400,000. Wilco Construction will manage the project.

“All these changes are just to bring the building 
up-to-date,” said Casey, “so that it can be used more 
efficiently.”

When completed, walkers who partcipate in the city’s 
Parks and Recreation program will be able to walk year-
round at the newly remodeled gymnasium.

“Shall the City of Sugar Creek 
impose a sales tax of one-half of 
one percent (1/2%) for the pur-
pose of providing revenues for the 
operation of the City of Sugar Creek 
Fire Department and said one-half 
of one percent (1/2%) sales tax to 
terminate on April 7, 2030, unless 
extended by the qualified voters of 
the City of Sugar Creek?”

If passed, the revenue generated 
from the half-cent sales tax would 
go directly to capital improvements 
for the Fire Department only. These 
capital improvements will include 
Fire apparatus, replacing expiring 
SCBA bottles, replace aging and/or 
outdated equipment, staffing and 
expanding training to meet the com-
munities evolving needs. Further, if 
approved, the proposed half-cent 
sales tax will sunset in ten (10) 
years unless the voters approve an 
extension of the sales tax. 

In last week’s article we high-
lighted five big ticket items that the 
Fire Department would pursue if 
the Sales Tax is approved. In this 
month’s article we will elaborate 
on a few of the “smaller” but, 
no less important, items for the 
Department’s continued pursuit to 
provide Professional and Educated 
Fire/EMS response in our commu-

nity. Though the Department has 
been awarded grants for equipment 
in the past ($140,000 for SCBAS 
plus filling station and $10,000 for 
a vehicle extrication tools) many 
of the items that the sales tax will 
allow for are grants that are not 
available for our Department.
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 02/24/2020

• The meeting was called to order 
promptly at 6PM. Let the record show 
that all Aldermen were present with the 
exception of Mr. Robert Ray. The Consent 
Agenda was passed unanimously. 

• Mr. Steve Kidwell from Central Plains 
was first to speak from the floor about 
future plans for the cement company. Mr. 
Kidwell introduced Mr. Chris Thrower, 
plant manager for Central Plains. Mr. 
Kidwell presented a power point presenta-
tion about the history and growth of the 
Cement business in Sugar Creek. Each 
year, the cement plant contributes over 
1 million dollars to the General Fund of 
the City in taxes and fees. Mr. Kidwell 
made it known that the Plant is renewing 
its efforts to support the City. First, the 
Plant will again take over the cleaning and 
brush removal of Wayne City Landing. 
Second, Mr. Kidwell announced that 
Central Plains will donate the concrete 
necessary to replace steps, sidewalks and 
patio at Mike Onka Hall.

• Alderman Mikulich asked Mr. Kidwell 
what plans were being made to remove 
material from the Courtney-Atherton area. 
Mr. Kidwell stated that there is about 30 
years of material that can be used for con-
crete purposes. The material will be mined 
as an open pit operation. Over 1 million 
dollars has been spent on environment 
studies to see if the operation is feasible. 
Another million will be spent on road 
studies because the major hurdle once the 
material is mined, is getting it to the plant. 
For this reason, no definite plans or start 
date have been contemplated. Alderman 
Mikulich made Mr. Kidwell aware that 
several citizens were present to ask ques-
tions about property values and getting 
water to their property. If open mining 
starts, could there be a plan to buy out 
these property owners? If the owners stay, 
could water be run to their properties as 
the mining operation would need water 
anyway? 

• There was only one ordinance that 
needed to be approved. The ordinance 
approved the payment to Joe Machens 
Ford for a new F250 pickup to be used by 
the Public Works department. The ordi-
nance passed unanimously.

• The Mayor passed around a packet 
of activities he had been involved in 
since the last Council Meeting. The 
Mayor focused on 4 items. First, pictures 

of the dry lake bed behind Fairmount 
Liquors which has closed and shut its 
doors. Second, the Mayor included email 
responses from FEMA, SEMA, US Army 
Corps of Engineers and DNR. In sum-
mary, no federal or state agency feels 
it is their responsibility or within their 
power to intercede on behalf of the City. 
Third, the Mayor and City Administrator 
had recently returned from Jefferson City 
where they met with our State Reps and 
Senators. One bill of interest is a use tax 
bill designed to collect taxes from out-of-
state online vendors. The Mayor urged all 
in attendance to write, call or email their 
elected official in Jeff City to vote yes 
on this bill. If in doubt who you should 
email, use this: http://www.senate.mo.gov/
LegisLookup/default.aspx This website 
will link you to the elected official’s direc-
tory. Your senators are Mr. John Rizzo 
and Mr. Cierpoit. Your representatives 
are Mr. Bill Kidd, Mrs. Ingrid Burnett and 
Mr. Rory Rowland. Fourth, maps were 
handed out of Wells Park and LaBenite. 
A solar company, Light Source proposed 
light set up for Wells park. A single solar 
powered light will cost the City a little 
over $6000 and the City will still have to 
do the installation. A two-light system will 
cost the City around $4500 for two lights. 
The difference is that the City already has 
its own poles for the two-light system. 
The Aldermen instructed the Mayor to get 
firm prices on the two-light system. Light 
Source asked for suggestions for solar 
powered lights at LaBenite. The Aldermen 
instructed the Mayor to get firm num-
bers on lights for LaBenite based on 5–10 
lights.

• Alderman Steffen proposed getting 
metal netting for the basketball goals at 
Kaw Field. Several in attendance raised 
questions about a player jumping up, 
catching his/her finger in the metal net. 
Mr. Layton made it known that there were 
several cloth nets that could be installed. 
The Alderman is concerned that the City 
has residents that have to truck in water 
for everyday use. One option is to form 
a water district with the 6 residents and 
Central Plains. Each property owner gets 
only one vote. An option would be for 
Central Plains to look into drilling for 
water in that area.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked about 
considering names for a TIF commission. 
This list is important if and when the 

City institutes a new or extended TIF. The 
Alderman reported that a resident at 11235 
Thompson had complained about water 
getting into his basement. The resident 
has lived there for 9 years and until the 
challenges of Dollar Tree happened, he 
never got water in his basement. Now, 
for the last two years he gets water in his 
basement every rain. Alderman Sagehorn 
asked Chief Soule about the status of 
the Tree Trimming Company using resi-
dential streets to park and store vehicles 
and equipment. Chief Soule said that the 
owner had been notified and improve-
ments had already taken place and that 
the Police would be checking periodically. 
The Alderman complimented the Mayor 
for putting pressure on the various agen-
cies designed to help protect the City. 

• City Administrator Casey asked for 
approval from the Board to purchase a 
shipping container from Mr. Leonard 
Fulbright for a not to exceed price of 
$2480. The price includes the cost of the 
container, shipping and set up. The con-
tainer will be used primarily to store the 
City ATVs. The Aldermen voted unani-
mously to approve the purchase. Second, 
Mr. Casey updated everyone on the 
gym. All contracts have been signed and 
returned with the exception of the roofing 
company. The sequence should proceed as 
follows: Superior will install the electrical 
lines necessary for the new HVAC unit. 
This includes contacting and scheduling 
EVERGY(KCPL) to install a new meter on 
the outside. Second, Anderson Mechanical 
will install the HVAC unit. Third, the old 
windows can be removed and the new 
windows installed as both of these opera-
tions move forward. The plan is to remove 
a section of windows and install new 
windows the same day, maintaining the 
security of the building at all times. It is 
hoped that work will begin the first week 
of March. Third, as the Public Hearing 
Official, Mr. Casey’s ruling on 917 N. 
Sterling is that the building presents a 
danger to the community and therefore 
should be condemned. The owner will be 
notified and it is his responsibility to find 
a licensed, insured, demolition company 
to remove the building. Fourth, improve-
ments to Onka Hall are continuing. As 
mentioned above, Central Plains will pro-
vide the concrete. Two bids were obtained 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Public Works

REFUSE AND RECYCLING PICKUP– All refuse and recycling 
for pick up must be placed in the proper pick up area (curbside) by 
7:00 a.m. on Fridays. All trash must be inside the container. Handles 
should be placed towards your house.

SHARE TREASURED MEMORIES– Sugar Creek is selling memo-
rial bricks. These bricks can be purchased to memorialize a family 
member, close friend, or family pet. The brick will be displayed for 
the community to view in Wells Park at Sterling Ave and Gill St. The 
order form can be found at City Hall or Public Works. A 4” x 8” brick 
is $75.00. Questions? Please contact Sue Mikula at 252-4413 ext. 1302.

SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE– The City of Sugar Creek Public 
Works Department is accepting applications for the position of part-
time laborer. Applicants must be at least 16 years of age. The position 
is for a period of approximately 13 weeks. Applications are accepted 
at Sugar Creek City Hall between 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Applications 
will be accepted until April 24. 

SMOKIN’ IN THE CREEK– The 13th annual Smokin’ In the 
Creek BBQ cook-off will be held April 24 at the Mika Onka Memorial 
Building. Friday night’s events include a free concert. Watch for more 
information on the times for the concert. 

Food trucks will be available to purchase food by the public. Food 
sales will begin at 4:00 p.m. Vendors include A Little BBQ Joint, Hot 
Shot Kettle Korn, and more.

Shuttle services will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 24.
Be sure to follow “Smokin In the Creek BBQ Contest 2020” on 

Facebook.
LIGHTS OUT– During the spring/summer months, to better keep 

our city safe, should you see any street lights out, please report them 
to the Public Works Department at 252-4413. In order to expedite the 
replacement procedure more rapidly, KCPL requires the following 
information:

1. Pole # SC      2. Pole # KCPL   
3. Address nearest to pole:___________________________________
4. Is light completely out or flickering?_________________________

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– Tuesday, April 14, at Mike Onka Hall, 

11520 Putnam. Lunch to be determined; please bring a side dish if 
possible. Otherwise a $5.00 donation would be greatly appreciated. 
Lunch will begin at 12:00 p.m.

CLUB WALK– Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Held at Sugar Creek Gym for those who want to stay in shape and 
keep exercising even during inclement weather.

ZUMBA CLASS– Monday and Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
at the Sugar Creek Gym. Cost: $5.00 per class. Please wear comfort-
able shoes and don’t forget to bring water. Certified licensed instructor 
Krystal Thompson, krystalthompson300@msn.com.

–– Jack Sparks, Parks and Recreation
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PLEASE BE SURE 
TO RECYCLE

The City of Sugar Creek reminds all residents...

CENSUS INFORMATION
Residents should soon be receiving 2020 

Census material in the mail. Before you 
begin filling out online, please look at the
address box. If the city is Independence, 

the city should be changed to 
Sugar Creek. If you cannot change

online, do not complete census. Ask for 
mail-in material, so you may record the 
correct city. Otherwise, Sugar Creek will 

not receive accurate demographics.
THANK YOU, MAYOR MIKE LARSON



for demo, removal, prepping the ground for the new concrete. The 
lowest bid was $34,814 and was submitted by Mr. Rick Wilson of 
Wil-Pav. A motion was made and seconded to authorize Wil-Pav to 
perform the concrete work at Mike Onka Hall. An ordinance will be 
brought to the next Council Meeting, March 16. 

• City Clerk Dickerson made the Council aware that new Health 
Insurance Rates will be coming out in March. The new rates are set 
at an 8% increase which are considerably less than the 22% increase 
in 2019. Employees will sign up for Health Insurance Meetings in 
April.

• Chief Soule received a complaint that beavers had once again 
returned to the City and were making a home in the creek. A live-
trapper licensed by the State has been contacted to set traps and 
remove the beavers. Divers are still scheduled to perform inspection 
of the underwater gas pipeline that runs South to North in the vicin-
ity of the 291 Bridge. For safety reasons and to protect the equipment 
the divers will be using during the inspection, LaBenite will be closed 
from time to time especially overnight. The Fairmount Community 
Center toured the City that morning. Excellent presentations were 
given at the Police, Fire and VFW. Thank you to all who participated. 

• Mr. Layton deferred to Mr. Ben Hedrick to report on the sta-

tus of the water meters. There about 75 meters left that need to be 
replaced. About a third of those are located indoors. 2 or 3 attempts 
will be made to contact the owners and or residents and make timely 
arrangements. If after these attempts there has been no response, the 
water will be turned off at the street, the residents will have to vacate 
the premise and the owner will be responsible for any reconnect fees 
associated with removing the old water meter and installing a new 
meter. 

• Mr. Loving reported on the status of the Dollar Tree. There has 
been more subsidence on the North side of the building. The hill 
itself does not to appear to have substantially changed in appearance 
but the dirt on top appears to continue sinking. In Mr. Loving’s opin-
ion, the building should be condemned. Mr. Loving does not want 
the City to assume the responsibility of making this decision. He 
recommends a structural engineering firm, AT Remarks, to perform 
the appropriate tests for approximately $1500. After talking to Mr. 
Earl Rollinson of AT Renczarski, Mr. Loving was informed that much 
more information was needed before a structural engineer could 
recommend condemnation. The next step should be to call in a Geo 
Tech Engineer to assess soil type, mixture, compaction and more. Mr. 
Loving believes the owners who live in Chicago had commissioned 
a Geo Tech Study previously and he will be in touch to find out the 
results. Mr. Loving reported on two other separate issues for the City. 
A resident has applied for a permit to keep sheep on the resident’s 
property. Mr. Loving will make his proposal to the Council on the 
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FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
Q continued from page 2

1. Props allow for Firefighters to realistically 
train for events that the department will need 
to respond on duty. These scenarios range 
from forceable entry (getting into locked to 
doors), Swift Water and Ice Rescue (For the 
9 miles of the Missouri River SCFD is respon-
sible for rescues), Train Derailment (Sugar 
Creek is home to the 2ND busiest lines run-
ning through Chicago), Pipeline Release or 
rupture and enhanced Vehicle Extrication 
(Electric and Hybrid Vehicles).

2. The hand tools and ladders that Firefighters 
use on structure fire take enormous amount of 
abuse at a fire scene. These tools are used in 
super-heated environments against construc-
tion rated building materials. Although great 
care is taken in preserving and maintaining 
these tools, its inevitable that they will need 
to be replaced before they reach the end of 
their shelf lives. Essential tools are listed: axes, 
halligans, chainsaws, pike poles, New York 
hooks, ladders (roof, 24-ft. & 35-ft.) on each 
pumper. Thermal cameras, flashlights, tarps 
and many others that are required for a proper 
structure fire response.

3. Fire Prevention has always been a priority 

for the Sugar Creek Fire Department. Many of 
our citizens live in or own properties that have 
been inspected by the Department in the past. 
Sugar Creek Fire took over residential rental 
inspections in 2004 and inspects all commer-
cial properties within the city limits annually. 
Fire Crews work closely with The Building and 
Codes enforcement Department to ensure the 
inspected properties are code compliant and 
safe for citizens to reside within. Funds from 
the Sales Tax will allow for further training of 
Fire Personnel in Building Construction, new 
building techniques, code changes and elec-
trical wiring. These courses will elevate the 
already high standard of inspections currently 
being conducted by Fire personnel.

This informational article was prepared by 
and paid for by the City of Sugar Creek Fire 
Department. The Fire Department would be 
happy to answer any questions or concerns 

regarding the ballot referendum. Citizens are 
welcome to call 816-521-7923 ext. 3 or visit the 
Firehouse at 1001 Heroes Way.

Stay safe...
–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith,
Sugar Creek Fire Department

SALES TAX TO BENEFIT 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Q continued from page 1

Common structure 
fire hand tools

Firefighter Rivera
conducts an annual

fire inspection

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s Desk” on next page
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Davis Will Be Missed

Dorothy Launa Davis died on February 12, 2020, four days 
after her 101st birthday. 

Dorothy was the daughter of Coon and Vida Luella Miller. 
She graduated from Stockton High School and attended Central 

Missouri State Teachers College. She taught 
school in rural Missouri for two years. 
In 1941, she married Elmer Lee Davis of 
Blairstown, Missouri. For several years she 
worked in retail sales and in the business 
office of Macy’s in downtown Kansas City, 
Missouri. In 1981, she retired from Macy’s. 

Among her favorite activities were gardening and house clean-
ing. She lived in Sugar Creek, Missouri for nearly 50 years, 
and was a member of the Mt. Washington Baptist Church. She 
moved to Fort Worth, Texas in 1997 to be near to her son.

Dorothy was preceded in death by her husband, two brothers, 
and one sister. 

She is survived by one son, one sister, and several nieces and 
nephews.

Life of Benkovich Remembered
Laura Elizabeth (Gilman) Benkovich, 94, of Independence, 

MO, passed away at Centerpoint Medical Center on February 
14, 2020. 

She was born September 3, 1925 in Steedman, MO in the 
Reform Community, daughter of the late Stanley Gilman 

and Maggie (Newsom) Gilman. She married 
Joseph W. Benkovich, Sugar Creek, MO, on 
February 4, 1950. They were married for 46 
years until his death in 1996.

She was also preceded in death by a sister, 
and a brother.

She is survived by two sons, one grand-
son, two sisters, and several nieces and nephews.

She worked at Vendo Company Credit Union and later for 
the Blue Ridge Mall Merchants Association for 19 years as 
Promotions Secretary, retiring in 1986. She was an active mem-
ber of Nativity of Mary Catholic Church and its Alter Society 
since 1956. She enjoyed her volunteer work, needlework, read-
ing, and playing cards.

Woods Will Be Missed
Mary Lou Woods, 88, of Sugar Creek, passed away February 

27, 2020.
Mary Lou is survived by the love of her life “Porky” and three 

children many grandchildren, great grandchildren and extend-
ed family. Mary Lou and Porky celebrated 
their 70th Wedding Anniversary last October. 
Mary Lou was a member of St. Cyril’s 
Catholic Church in Sugar Creek the entire 
time she lived in Sugar Creek. She served on 
the Alter & Rosary Society helping to support 
the prayer and community needs. Mary Lou 

served on the Board for the Sugar Creek Citizens Civic Relief 
Commission (CCRC) and worked at the Food Pantry serving the 
Sugar Creek community.

 At !he "i#a$y...
APRIL 2020

� open tech time
Every Saturday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Do you have questions about computers? 
Did you recently get a new device and don’t 

know where to start? We can help! Join us for Open Tech 
Time, where staff will assist you with setting up an email account, 
searching the internet, navigating popular websites, downloading 
apps on a smartphone and much more. No registration is required.

� after lunch book group
The After Lunch Book Group meets every second Thursday of the 
month from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to discuss a variety of books. 
Come join us. It is free and open to the public. Ask at the service 
desk for this months book title. No registration is required.

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday - Thursday ........... 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday ........... 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday ................................................... Closed

March 16th meeting. A second issue involves an asphalt company 
wanting to take over the old asphalt plant near the Rumble Landfill.

• Christine McGhee, Finance Director, wanted everyone to know 
that our sewer billing has been updated and that the January 
increase will be hitting the mailboxes this February. 

• Chief Richardson reported on a fire in the City in which one of 
our firefighters was injured. Our City fireman sustained minor inju-
ries. The new Fire Department Brush Truck is in. Chief Richardson 
suggested that the Fire Department burn the piles of brush and 
timber that Alderman Steffen has been making at LaBenite Park 
in preparation for a Disc Golf course. The damaged Pumper 1 Fire 
Truck has made its way to Breeda, Iowa for repair. It will take 1–2 
months to get the truck ready for service again.

• Mr. Sparks reported on new, exciting information from his time 
at the Parks and Recreation Annual Conference. Mr. Sparks came 
back with ideas for grants, new programs and additions to existing 
programs.

• As there was no old, new or other business, the Mayor asked for 
a motion to move into closed session. The Board voted unanimously 
to move into closed session.

• In closed session, three matters of litigation were discussed. On 
the first matter, a plan of action was formed but no vote was taken. 
On the second and third matters, no vote was taken. 

• The Mayor asked to return to open session whereby, the 
Aldermen voted unanimously to return to open session. A motion 
was made and seconded to adjourn. At 8:15 p.m., the Board voted 
unanimously to adjourn.

FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
Q continued from page 4
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